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TO THR 


RIGHT HONOURABLE 


WILLIAM 


Earl of Derby, Lord of Man, and 
the Iſls, WC 


My Lord, 

WT Have-been Perſwaded by ſome Private Friends,that 
[1 the Publication of the following Diſcourſe is not at 
this time of day to be diclind. Some People Will, 
doubtleſs, be angry, that their fou! Play is brought upon 
the Stage,and thus openly taxt. For this reaſon,l am bold 
to engage Your Lordſhip m my Intereſts, and to ſhelter 
my ſelf under Your Great and Honourable Name. Your 
Honour will (1 hope) the more eaſily pardon me hcrein, 
{mce Your own Intereſt alſo is not a little concern'd. Tt i; 
ot my Diſpoſation ts expoſe any Mans Miitake, whilſt it 
keeps in doors, and contains its ſelf within any bounds of 
Modeſty and Privacy. In this caſe,certainly 'tis better to 
mourn for it in ſecret,at moſt to rebuke it in a Corner. But 
when *tis made Notorious ; when it boldly ſtares ts in the 
Face and is avow'd for Truth, when an Error, which onc 
would have bop'd was an unwilling One, is Supported by a- 
nother, which muſt be Confeft and Believ'd a wil ful One : 
That ts, when the Presbyterian Government (or Congo 
A 2 gationa! 


The Epiſtle, &c. 


gational,] can't tel which)is publickly maintam'd by aText 
of Scripture manifeſtlyCorrupted, ſurely 'tis high time then 
ro make thelWorldSenſible of the Artifice. I had ſome Nears 
before Diſcover'd the FalſeReading bere ſpoken of ,but beld 
my peace. At length,wben 1 found that the Corruption, like 
a Gangren,had ſpread its ſelf into ſeveral Editions of the 
Bible bere mE.ngland,and,God knows, how many inScot- 
land, and there vouch't forGoed, I could not prevail with 
py ſelf to be ſilent any longer, and: 1 hope the ſame Gosd 
Zeal will Iniþire Your Honour with a Reſolution to Di/- 
countenance ſuch Injuries Offer d unto the Holy Word « 
God. Nor i this the only Inſtance of the kind. In theDi/- 
ſenters Petition for Peace above years ſince, A&ts 15, 
1 8, v, i thus cited----To lay upon you no greater 
burden than neceſlary things, that ſmall word theſe 
being cunningly left out meerly to ſupport their Propoſition, 


Champ. ? 7 : M , AT + 4 
Gt bn Myr, B--= who drew upthePetition,and ſince bas been pub- 


cepred by Hickly charg'd for thus abuſing the Sctipture,t50 be forgot 
Dr. Hk not to Acquaint us With the moſt trivial,yea ridiculous, Paſs 


| ſages of his Life, yet had not the Fagenuity to confeſs hi 


Hiifax Fyrror, nor vet the Courage toPaliate it with any Excuſe. 
z ) y 


My Lord, ! have nowdone, after I ſhall have made a pub- 
lick Acknowledgment, as I now ds, of the many great ſin- 
gular Favours receiv'd from Your Honour thro' the Courſe 
of allmoſt thirty years Service, and have alſo farther aſ- 
jur'd Ton, that 1 am as in Duty bound, 


Right Honourable, 
Your Lordſhips, Moſt Humble, 
and Moſt Obedlicnt Servant, and 
Chaplain, 7 7/0. G1PPS. 


Prov. XxX. 6. V. 


Add not thou unto his Word teſt he re- 
prove thee, and thoube found a Liar. 


*H E Argument I am about to treat of 

is weighty, and not eafily gcompriz'd 

in one fingle Diſcourſe. It will there- 

fore concern me to hulband my time as thrit- 

tily as may be, and chiefly to lay akide all 
thoughts of further Preface. 

The Text is a Negative Precept forbidding 
all manner of Corrupting the Holy Scriptures, 
and that under a double Caution : 

1. Leſt Godreprove thee for it,” a terrible In- 
timation. 

2. Leſt thou be found a Liar, One of the moſt 
deteſtable Sins in the ſight both of God and 
Man. That by His Word is meant the Word 
of God is manifeſt from the Verſe foregoing--- 
Every Word of God is pure, Then it follows---- , 
Add net thou unto his Word, 1. e. to the Word of 
God. That we at this day are to underſtand 
hereby the written Word or Scriptures is not 
to be queſtion'd , there being now no othec 


Word of God, but that which is written for cn 


Inſ/truttion, upon whom the ends of the world are come. * 1: 
When 


CLE ZH, 


N 212 As Ze 2 


(2) 
When the Prophet 4gur ſays, 4dd not; He muſt 
be fupply'd thus, neither diminiſh from the 
Word, For fothe Parallel places in the Mar- 
ent do warrant, Te ſhall not add unto the Word, 
neither ſhall ye dimintſ ought from it... Thou ſhalt 
not add thereunto neuher diminiſh from it, {aid Me- 


ſes ro the Jjraelites ; For the Holy Spirit does 


not always expreſs things to the full, bur leaves 
*em of: times to be made up our of fame other 
places; hinting here but briefly what elic where 
he more fully ſets forth. For which reaſon 
therefore I would read the Text thus, 41d not 
thou unto bis Word, neither diminiſh ouzht from «t. And 
then (as 1 ſaid) the Text 1s levelF'd againſt all 
manner of Corrupting the Wofd. One Emi- 
nent Inſtance of which I ſhall produce by an 
by, the chief Reaſon of my undertaking this 
Subject, 1will confine my ſelf uato che Pre- 
cept, in handling whereof my method thall be; 
1. Tolay betore you Neganvely ſome Ca- 
ſes, which though they may leem to be, yer are 
not adding to,nor diminiſhing from, the Word. 
2. {| will ſhew politively when we either 
add or diminiſh, or both, contrary to the Pre- 
cept here given. 1.Negatively,&c. And that in 
the following caſes:It is not an adding unto the 
Word, when we explain and fill up any Pal- 
ſage of Scripruce out of ſome other places---- 
whereih'we findthe Truth more full v expreft. 
NE 1440 [7 V For 


(.3) 


For in this conſiſts the very Office andDaty of 


a Preacher, and Explainer of the Scripture. 
And this I plead for my ſufficient Warrant in 
taking the liberty of ſupplying theText out of 
otherParallelPlaces,as you lee | have done.2. a 
is not diminiſhing from the Word, when we 

mit the Hebrew Titles of the Pſalms ; ; Nor isir 
adding to the Word when we prefix the L atine 
Titles to 'em. 


There was of late a Camtomen whe 19 de- Mr. Ds 


fence of Nonconformiſts alledg'd againit the 


une mw 


eſtabliſh Worſhip. © That in che Palms uſed C4) 
« in theLiturgy are left out the Antient Hebrew 24z* 43: 


«© Titles, which are (ſays he) Original and Parts 
« of the H. Scripture, having a tendency to- 
«© wards the unfolding the Myſteries therein 
© contain'd. And he quarrelsat the Latine Titles 
prefixt thereunto. Bur it were well it the 
Difſenters, whole Cauſe he pleads, would firſt 
prove that thoſe 77brew Titles are Original 
and Eflential Parts of the Holy Scripture, and 
then if they are ſo, that they would give us a 
Reaſon why in that very Tranſlation, which 
they approve and make uſc of, thote Original 
Titles are indeed retain'd , but in che £ebrew 
Language ſtill in manyÞ/alms and unintelliy 
bleco the People z or why the I ranil ron. _ 
em into plain Engl ſh, is not always placed 2: 
the head of the P/alm, but often cat% iinio the 
© Ts Viar- 


- 


(4) 


Margent, asf they were ſomething elſe than 
Scripture ; neither of which ought to be,if theſe 
Titles be part of, and {o uſeful cowards, the un- 
folding the Senſe of theP/alm. And hereupon I 
alk whether this is not a ſufficient Intimation, 
that they are not of a Certainty, what they are 
confidently afhirm's to be, /:z. Original, I 
would moreover be reſolv'd what thole My- 
ſeries are which thole Hebrew Titles do untold : 
Whether theDiſlenters read 'em to their Con- 
gregations, and if they do, whether the People 
are one jot the wiler or underſtand the Myſte- 
ries of thePſalter,ever a whit the better for 'em. 
Laſtly, I deſire to know, why they do not affix 


'em, or rather the Tranſlation of 'em te the 


M» Mere front of the Pſalms. But it they deſtre co be ex- 


_ el cuſed theſe [maller faults, be ir lo yer, Aquum e/t 


em: ail peccatis veniam poſcentes reddere rurſus. 
w_ , Let thenthe World judge, whether this Author 
in. ought not an occaſion ot quarrel againſt us 
be ae: and yet found none, except what involves his 
_ own Party in the ſame condemnation. As for 
b-P/ahns the Latine Titles they are(any one may know,) 
but the firſt words of every T/alm, and (o by 
conſequence undoubted Parts of Scripture, as 
edifying too as the FebrewTitles are. [n ſhort, 
a the that they are borrow d from the Romaniſts,may 
_ = be granted and defended too. For {o were 


br, the Hebrew Titles from the Modern Jews. 
—— *Tis 


CE 


"Tis not,l confeſs, worth while to take No- 
tice of ſuchStuff.as this,and I am really aſham'd 
of the Digreſſion. But the Peeviſhneſs of an 
Adverlary will ſomerimesextort a Reply,tho' 
irdeſervesitnot;and it may be fit now and then 
rolet the Contentious fee their own Folly and 
Frowardnels. 

I concludethen that the leaving outthe Hebrew 
Titles is no diminiſhing, nor the afiixing the 
L atine an adding to, the Word oi God. 

3.It is not diminiſhing from theWord, when 
we,intending to feed the flock of Chriſt with 
the ſincereViilk of theWord,read ſome few Ver- 
ſes of a Chap. omitcing the reſt for that time. 
The foremention'd Writer excepts againſt the 


reading theF piſtles andGoſpels,telling us,thus. pe L. 
© That 'ris a curtailing or mangling the Scrip- p,ge 44. 


{© tures,that thereby they become quite another 
« thing than the Evangeliſts intended in the 
« Goſpels, or the Apoſtles in the Epiſtles,alto- 
« gether ruining the Scope and Connexion in 
« divers places. It is the manner of lome Men 
to accule ſtoutly , and in the general without 
offering any one Inſtance to ſhew the Truth of 
their obje&tion. For tho' nothing be prov d, 
yet ſomething will ſtick, and at this rate who 
can hope to be found innocent ? 

Bur it might upon ſecond Thoughts have 


beenremembred, That theDiſſenters 'ernſelves 
olt-times 


(6) 

oft-times ſing but two, ſometimes but one Staff 
of a P/alm, and yet this is not a currailing and 
mangling the P/alms : That theSeriptures were 
not divided by the in{piredPen-men intoChap- 
ters,as well asnot into theſe ſhorter Paragraphs 
or Sections, which we callEpiſtles andGoſpels, 
that there is a Connexion many times between 
Chapter and Chapter, and yet the reading of a 
ſingle Chapter is not accounted a making the 
Scripture to become quite another thing than 
was intended. Loripedem Reftus deridat, AEthio- 
pem Albus. Surely it might have been remem- 
bred,that there are two forts of Senſes in every 
ſmall Se&tion of Scripture. 

1. A Relative. 

2, A Separate or Independent Senſe. The 
Relative Senſe (it's true )cannot be underſtood 
without the Neighbouring Parts ; but how- 
ever is not thereby quite rnin'd. In ſaying ſo 
the Gentleman o'reſhot himlelf , and by obje- 
ing too much, prov'd nothing at all againſt 
us. For to omit is not to deftroy. And if it be 
neceſſary to read as muchScripture at onetime, 
as there is aConnexion between theParts, then 
muſt che Diflenters read many Chapters toge- 
ther , peradventure whole Books, and fing 
ſome of the longeſt P/alms without Intermiſſi- 
on, which is impoſſible 

Finally then,it the Diffenters can ſhew any 

one 


Fg 
one Epiſtleor Goſpel, wherein che Relative Senſe 
is alcogether ruia'd, or the ſeparate Senle in any 
wiſe injur'd, 1 promiſe then to ſubſcribe to the 
Obje&tors judgment in this and all others his raſh 
accuſations of us. When O Lord, O when ſhall 
we ang. Truth andPeace and Sincerity upon the 
Earth ?: When ſhall all unneccſlary Squabbles 
ceaſe from among us Men ? 

4. It is not adding to the Word, when leveral 
Paſſages tending tothe ſame purpole, tho' tound 
in diſtant places or different Books of Scripture, 
yet are calt into one complex Sentence or Sea- 


rences, asit weredepending one of another, The 4; s.. 


lo oft mention'd Gentlemaa Objects ; Thar in "4: 
the Liturgy Tranſlation of the Plalms, three Whole 
verſe: are foiſted into the 14th Plalm ammediatcly af- 
ter the. 3d v. They run thus © Their Throat is an 
« open Sepulchre, with their Tongues have they 
*« deceiv'd thee : Poiſon of Alps is under their 
« Lips,&c. Which(lays he,)ace not in any of the 
« Original Copics., But hold here I pray, Have 
not the inſpired Pen-mien of the New Teſta- 
ment quoted ſome Texts out of the Old from re- 
mote Places and Authors,twiſting 'em together 
as One cacire and complex Paſlage ? Doubtlels 
there are Examples ef this kind to be mer with ; 


[ will contene my (clf with a ſingle one. Then 1 cwr.1 5 


is jwallow « up in Victory, O Death, where is thy Sting? 
0 


Ia.t5.8. 


Hof. 12. 
I 4 


See I/ 59. 


2.10, 
Deut. 22. 


33- 


(8) 


0 Grave where is thy Viftory ? And yet this Saying, 
being borrow'd Part from thePropher I ſay,and 
Part from Hoſeab, is by St. Paul cited as one fin- 
gle and intire Teſtimony of Scripture. In like 
manner,theſe threeVerſes are to be found at leaſt 
ſcatter'd up and down in the Book of P/alms, part 
in the 5th P/. gth v. and part in the 1 oth P/, 24 . 
and 3d Verſes. 

If this anſwers not ExpeCtation,I add further, 
That St. Paul in the 3d Chap. to the Romans, has 
ſubjoyn'd the 3. ObjeCted Verſes, immediately 
to the 3d wv. of the 14th P/. © As it is written 
« (ſays he,) There is none that doth good,no not 
<« one: Their throat is an openSepulchre & ſo on 
« to the end of the three objetedVerſes. Surely 
St, Paul's Epiſtle to the Rom, may at leaſt excuſe, 
if not juſtifie, this ſuppos'd Alteration of the 
P/alms, It is rather to befeared that the Objetor 
himſelf had a deſign upon the Scripture : Whilſt 
he is accuſing us for adding thereto, himſelf is di- 
miniſhing from it ; and rather than ſpare us, is 
calling into Queſtion the great Apoſtle of the 
Gentiles for adding to the Word, 

But above all, with what Effrontery could this 
learnedMan & {kill'd in theOriginal Languages 
(as he pretends, )tell his Readers,that thoſe three 
Verſes are not in any of theOriginalCopies ? Per- 
haps his own Party has hitherto beliey'd him, 
but if they will give meleave,[ll open their cyes 

in 


(9) 
in a very few words. For (not to take Notice of 
that abſurd ſayingOriginal Copies, which he would 
or ſhould haveſaidCopies of theOtiginal, )whar 
are we to think of theGreek? That certainly isto be 
accounted One of the Originals,if there be more 
than One,as himſelf ſeems to intimate. And there 
I read Juſt as I read in the Licurgy Tranſlation, 
and as I read in St. Paul. Again I might ſay with 
the learned Yoſſius, that the GreekCopy,for ought 
| know,is of as good Authority as the Hebrew at 
this day is,and tor my Reaſons | lend you to his 
Hiſtory of the 70 Tranſlation: Only take this a- 
long with you, that (as has been already noted) 
Se. Paul(which alſo the other holy Writers of the 
New Teſtament generally do in other places) 
tollows the Greek, and not the Hebrew Copy in 
citing this 14th Pſalm, which is no contemprtible 
Argument for the Authority of the 70. Tranſla- 
tion. Briefly, we have this further Advantage on 
our fide,that 'tis moreProbable thethree contro- 
verted Verles might be left out of the Hebrew 
Copies, by the careleſnels of the Franſcribers, 
than thruſt into the Greek by the Tranſlators. 
'Tis eaſter (ſuppoſing '*em both honeſt and ftn- 
cere) for Tranicribers to omit,than Tranſlators 
to add ſo much together of their own head, 

5. Tis net adding to, nor diminiſhing from, 
nor corrupting the Word, when we Tranſlate it 
into Vulgar Tongues. All Chriſtians have done 

*Y up lo. 


(10 ) 

ſo. Yea the Romaniſts *emſelves in formerAges did 

ſo, tho' of late,they have been contrary minded 

for fear forſooth of miſtaking the Word, or cor- 
4na:ta/us ruPting It. O Fools and flow of heart 1 One of th: 
Patr. of , Ancients has afirm'd,thar the ve- {ro of the Scrir- 
Ant. afuc a . F NY 
Cleninp. ures into many Languages, is the beſt way to preſerve 
D»;ms *em uncorrupt. Beſides, why do they ſuffer the Word 
Mutawm og beTranſcribed orPrinted at all or in anyLan- 


Gentium 


zu guage ? Doubtleſs the Word of God may be 


. 
N- 


ECD corrupted by Tranſcribing orPrinting ic,as well 
«cet falſa AS by Tranſlating it. Tranicribing we know was, 
eſſe qu.e &Printing now a days is the Work ot-en of 1900- 
5, rant & mechanicalMen,who are more liable to 
on Pre miſtakes : but Tranſlating 15 the buſineſs of the 
#44+5 Learned.Ay,but St. Jerom confeſt himlelf ſubject 
* to miſtakes in Tranſlating the Scripture. Very 
o00d ! and yet heTranſlated it tor the ute of the 
Latine Chriſtians, and his Travſlation is lor the 

moſt par: read unto this day. Wiy then may not 

2 Learned Prieſt or Biſhop now a days renderit 

into the {talian,as we'l as Jerom Iormerly did into 

| the Latine ahd Pa'matick ? As St. Cory/oſtom into 

- theArmentian, As Upbilas into the Githck,Or as the 

| Ancients did every one into his own Tongue. 

!« For it was anciently doreinto many different 

* Tongnes ſays H:/ychins of Jeruſalem ; Into 7 :. 

« ſays Anaflaſins ot Anticch : Into innumerable 

©« Tongues ſays St. Chry/oſtom: Into the Langua- 
«o5c50f allNations of theEarth,that had receiv'd 


the 


Cen) 
** the Faith, ſays Theodoret: Yea into every Tongue 
«* under the Sur-laysEnſebus.ln ſhort even at this 
day, we have a Noble Monument of the Judg- 
ment and Practice of Antiquity, I mean the Po- 
lyslot Bibles : So that the Catholick Church inthe 
Primitive Times, might have laid as theJews did, 
24 Atts, That they heard and read every one in his own 
Tongue the wonderful Works and WORDS of God. Bur 
ſetting aſidethis, that it ſhould be lawtul and late 
to have the Scripture Tranſlated into Latin only, 
is to me aftrange Paradox, For what Priviledge 
has God beſtow'd on the Latin more than on 0- 
ther Tongues ? All certainly one as well as the 0- 
ther are capable of Miltakes and Corruptions, 
The Hebrew indeed had once theHonour of be» 
ing the Holy Language and (as I may lay,) the 
immediate Vehicle of the Divine Will. TheGreek 
ſucceeded next into it's Room. The realon of 
both is obvious. The Word of God was 
firſt dire&tly intended for the Tfraelites only , 
therefore firſt wrote in their Tongue; Afterwards 
tor the whole World, therefore wrote in the moſt 
Vulgar andCommon Language the Greek. Yet fo 
as that by degrees it was Tranſlated into every 
Language,to the end,that the Knowledge of the Lord 1; 
might cover the Earth, as the Waters cover the Sea. 

The Inſcription on theCroſs was wrote inLa- 
tin. True!But 'twas by the command of Pontius Pi- 
late, that accurſed Cruciher of our Lord, in ho- 
nour of his ownLanguage, and for the better in- 
C 2 formation 


(12 ) 


5 Con formation of the Romans. Yet who can ſay that 
23 Men. the Evangeliſis in their Greek, and infpired Hiſto- 
ries, continu'd it afterwards in the ſame Latin? 
Tongue ? 1 never yet lomuch as heard of anyM. 
S. or Printed Greek Teſtament with che Latin In- 
ſcription retain'd in it, Moreover we know that 
as no Hebrew nor Greek,lo no Latin Bible is anO- 
riginal ;nor indeed is there any ſuch thing as an 
Original at this day. All our Bibles, in whatever 
Language,are either Tran{]ations or Tran{criprs, 
which is the ſame thing to our preſent purpoſe, 

both,as I ſaid, being liable to miſtakes. 
Finally,then theWord of God is his Word, be it 
in what Language it will,and as much theWord 
of God in one,as in another,there being(as | have 
faid)no Original at this day, Briefly, one may 
add or diminiſh in Tranlcribing andPrinting, as 
well as in Tranſlating : Therefore either both or 

neither are to be laid aftde. 

6.It is not adding to the Word, when a newPro- 
phet ariſing, delivers ſome further Meſlages to 
the Churches, which are afhxc to the Canon of 
Scripture. For the Rule in the Text runs thus, Thou 
ſhalt not add, ſpeaking unto us Men. Neverthelels 
God may add to it when ever he pleaſes, and 
whatever he thinks fir. So that all the following 
Books of Scripture were, notwithſtanding my 
Text,added to theCanon unto the end of the Re- 
velations, where(for ought we yet know JtheBook 
is 


(13) 


1s (hut up in theſe Words.** For I'certifie unto e- 


** very Man, that heareth thcWords of the Pro- ze». 22. 
* pheſie of this Book ; it any Man ſhall add unto 8. 19 


'© chele things, God ſhall add unto himthePlagues 
* that are written in this Book: And if an 
® Man ſhall take away from che Words of the 
*© Book of this Prophelie, God ſhall take away 
« his Part out of the Book of Life,and our of the 
*« HolyCity,and from the things, which are writ- 
©« teninthisBook., Whichbrings meto the 2. Head; 
/c. To ſhew poſitively when we add or diminiſh 
ought from the Word of God. And firſt of Di- 
minithing, 

1. Then we diminiſh from the Word, when 
wecaſtaway any,never ſo little Part of it. Won- 
dertul- was theCare of the Jews herein, andReligi- 
ous they were toSuperſtition(as may be thought) 
counting the very Letrers of theBible to preſerve 


it intire. Hereunto our Lord alludes----1ll Hea- ,,, . 


ven and Farth paſs away not one jott or title ſhall paſs «8. 
f:cxm the Law- Where tho' he is not ſpeaking of 
the outwardLetter as Inow am, but of theIntrin- 
fick and Myſtical Truths, which were to be ful- 
filled inChriſt,and ever to remain ia force : Yet 
(however) he ſuits his Expreſſion unto the Jews 
Curioſity in keeping the Word from being di- 
miniſht in the leaft Point. 


) 
Bur yet Intereſt has a Byas. Inſtance M. has 9,4; cu 


charg'd the 7ews home with this Practice inſtan- T2 


cing 


(14) 

cing in ſeveral Paſſages out of Zz, Neh. the Pal. 
Iſa. Fer. and Exek. that were expung'd, becauſe 
they ſeem'd too plainly to point at Jelus Chrift, 
And all the World knows thePapilts, in their Ca- 
techiſm at leaſt, have affum'dand exercis'd a like | 
expurgatory Power,upon the ſecondCammand- 
ment. Much more, 

2. Then we diminiſh from cheWord, when 
we reject whole Books, as theSadducees and Sam: 
ritans of Old did all but che 5. Books of Moves, 
and as many over Subti} and Wickedly Critical 
Wits among theChriſtians have done, calling in- 
to Queſtion many intire Books of the New: Te- 
tament, and ſome there are who have endea- 
vour'dto caſhiere 'em all. Burt, 

3. We diminiſh from theWord, when we lay 
it alide as not a Neceflary, or not the: Supreme 
Rule of Faith. This is te diminith from it's Au- 
thority. Some either Weak or Hypocritical Chri- 
ſtians in Times of Old deliver'd uptheirBibles to 
their Perſecuters, and for{o doing were Brand- 
ed with that diſgraceful Name of Traditors, 
Traitors. And yerqueſtionlels they had, or might 
have had,the uſual- Excuſes at hand, which are 
currant now adays. © That they had the Light 
« within 'em, to-guide 'em into all Truth, That 
*© they had otherLights wkhout 'em, The Writ- 
<« ings of Holy and Learned Men, The alli. 
« ftance of- Biſhops andPriefts and the infallible 

« Popes, 
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« Popes, The daily Converſation of the Faith- 
« ful,and the Decrees of Councils to direct and 
« jnſtru& 'em : Moreover, that the Truths and 
« Myltcries of the Golpel(whatever became of 
« of the written Word )might be tran{mittea by 
« Oral T radition unto Poſterity ; and upon the 
« whole matter, that there was no neceſlity of 
« the written Word of God. But theſe new Pre- 
texts, notwithſtanding the Church, condemn'd 
their Treachery : All which ſthews that 1a the 
Ja6gment both of the Church,and of thePerſe- 

cutcrs too, Neither the Light within, nor the 

Writings of Holy Men,nor theDecrees of Coun- 

cils, nor the [nfallibility of che Popes, nor Oral 

Tradition, nor all of 'em, were lufficient to up- 

hold the DoQrine of Chriftianity ; and thisde- 

1:.onſtrates the neceſſity of the written Word of 
God, & that 'tis the onlyNeceſlary andSupreme 

Rule of Faith, 

There is a pernicions Law among the Ro- 
maſts, forbidding the People to Read theScrip- 
ture, which is a great Diminution of at leait the 
Honour, the Sufhciency and Perſipicuity of the 
Word. ; 
'Tis pretended that it was found, certi/ ſamo Concz!: 
Fxperimento, that ignorant and malicious Men 
did improve it unto Errours andHereſtes by mi- &c. 
ſtaking or depraving its meaning.But this is a 
meer ſhift ro palliare the Injury done to the 
Word 


Tr:id. Bel- 


larmimn. 
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Word of God,contrary to the ſenſe and practice 
of all Antiquity. For our Predeceſſors in the 
Faith, | mean, the Ancient Fathers, this Obj. 
notwithſtanding, were wont conitantly to call 
upon all the Faithtul without diſtiaCtion to 
read the Word, telling 'em, © It was not like 
« Plato's Philolophy , or Pythagoras's Cryptical 
« Diſcipline, calculated for the Meridian ot a 
« few of theWiſer Sort ; but fitted and deſign'd 
&« for all to read and to underſtand, for theWile 
« andfor the Unwile,for Kings of the Earth & 
« for all People,for Souldiers and for Lawyers, 
« for Monks and for Citizens of the World, for 
« Prieſts and Laymen, for Husbandmen and 
« Mariners, Artificers and Labourers,forYoung 
«© Men and Maidens, Old Men and Children, 
« andin a word for all Qualities, Ages, Sexes, 
« Fortunes and Degrees of Men whatever ; to 
« be read in Publick and in Private, and ar all 
&« times, as well at Home as Abroad, in the 
« Church,and in the Fields, and in theDeſarts, 
<« and inJourneys,& in a word in every place. 
Shall I,by the way,crave leave to offer you a 
Demonſtration (of my own for any thing that [ 
know) againſt our Adverſaries certiſfimum Ex- 
perimentum , and that our of the Scripture it 
{elf roo, becauſe I am now pleading in its behalf. 
See then the ſecondEpiltle of Peter 1 chap, 19: 
Ve. We have alſo a more ſure word of Propheſy where- 
unto 
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wito je do Well to take heed as unto a Light that. ſhi- 


the 3d chap. ofthe ſame Epiſtle, 4s alſo m all Et 
Efpifg les, our beloved Brother Paul has wruten Speak- 
mg mn em of theſe things in which are ſome things bard 
ty be underſtood, which they that are unſtable and un- 
learned wrejt, as thyy do all theotberScriptures unto their 
own Deſirutiion, Qut of which Pallages I argue 


1th im a dark place, compar'd with the 16. 0. of 


this 5; * That which Peter the fir{t Pope or Bi: S:e 4th 


* ſhop of rome (and Paul too) commended and 
« encourag 'd the People to,( {c. to take heed or 
"to give attendance unto tre reading of the 
«Word, although it was known by molt cer- 
*©rain Experience,that ſome wreſted it toErrour 
* andHerely,and to their own Deſtrution)that 
© ought not now be deny'd the People, becaule 
 forfooth there be at this day allo ſome among 
«us that wreſt it totheir ownDeſtruction: That 
« which was nota competentRealon untoPeter, 
cannot be a ſufficient Warrant ento kh1sSuccet- 
* {ors,to deprive the People of the Holy Scrip- 
«tures: What Peter could not, would nor,do,the 
© Popes at this time of day cannot,ſhould nor, 
* pretume to do. 

But above all,ro advance a Supreme Infalli- 
ble and Independent Authority in the Church, 
not Subordinate, yeaSuperiour,to theScripture, 
with liberty even to contradict it, is certainly a 
dimiaiſhing of theWord,that 1s, itzSoveraigutYe 


The 
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The Power of the Word is like God himſelf, 
nec parem fert nec ſuperiorems, 

TheScripture is the intire body of theDivine 
Law, who then ſhall dare to Diminiſh ought 
from it, or thwart ics Definitions?Hethat touches 
the apple of Gods Eye:He claims(as 1 may (ay) 
a ſhare in tne Legiſlative, yea, and makes him- 
telf Superior even to God himlelt. 

It was then an impudent Preſumprion, crimen 
eſe Majeſtatis in theCouncil of Con/taxce, ro take 
upon 'em todecr2e with a nom-obſtante, that tho' 
the Scripture ſays, Drink ze all f this,yet the La- 
ity (to whom alſo they contels it was ſpoken) 


hall not driak thereof. Thus they made the 
Word ofGod of noneEfle& by theirT'raditions, 
reaching for DoCtrines the Commandments of 


Men, and declared *emſclves above JefusChriſt, 
that Canon being ſet above his Word by their 
own acknowledgment. And thus the Will and 
the Wiſdom of Men took place of the Wil- 
dom and Will of God. 

What ſhall we thea think of thoſe, who equal, 
nay prefer,the private Spirit of the Pope, and 0- 
therstheLight within 'emlel ves, before theWord 
of God ? St. Peter and the Believers he wrote to 
certainly had the Light within, and the Spiritin 
Zo. 1.as great abundance as any at this time of day 
*9: 2: can pretend : And yet hetells his Flock----That 
no not of mp. Propheſy of Scripture i is of any private Interpretati- 
= = .. 61: That we have a more ſure Word of Pr opbeſy 

wheremnto. We do well to take heed. Tho 
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Tho' he had the Spirit andLight within,tho' 


he had the Honour and Advantage of ſeeing 
Chriſt Transfigur'd,and hearing the Voice from 


Heaven,laying----This is my beloveaSon : Yet for ». 18. 


the proof of that very Propoſition himlſelt relies 
and exhorts the Faithtul to rely rather on the 
Word of Propheſy,the Scripture,as a more ſure 
Teſtimony. Surer than what ? Why ſurer than 
any private Spirit or private Interpretation, tho' 
of the Infallible peter himſelf : Surer than ſeeing 
Chriſt's [ransfiguration: Surer than hearing the 
Voice from Heaven : Surer than theLight with- 
in.So that theLight within and all otherLights 
without were Darkneſs, unleſs they took heed 
tothat more lure Word theLight ofGods Word. 
And yet the private Spirit and Light within, for- 
{ooth, or thatPlanetary and falle Light of peters 
Succeſſors without, muſt in theſe unhappy days 
of ours give check to the plain Teltimony of 
Scripture, and be preterr'd before it ; As ia the 
ule ofthe Lords Supper, onePart whereof thoſe 
oi the RomanCommunion are depriv'd of. 'The 
Vuakers reject both Sacraments : And theLords 
Prayer many Diſſenters deſpiſe, and other things 
might be inſtanced in.[n ſhorr, what amounts all 
theſe ſpiritualyyaymicys to ? But the ſetting up 
either that more dimnLight at Rome,or the pri- 
vate Light of every Mans own Breaſt at home 
above that more ſureWord ofScripture, whereunto 
we ſhould do well to take heed, This 1s jult (uch a- 
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nother picce of folly, as it a Man ſhould take 
his Journey in the night time by the dimnLight 
of the Moon, or by his own dark-Lanthorne 
in his hand, refuſing the Light of the Sun by 
Day, which notwithſtinding afforos a much 
clearer Light and [zfer Conduct to the Travel 
ler. Laſtly, 

4. We diminiſh from the yyord even when 
we preſume to add any taing to ir. For this is 
as it were to tax it with ſome {ippos'd Defects 
and Imperfe&tions, which we, torlooth, would 
{upply. 

Now then as for adding tothe word in the 
firſt place. 

1, We add to it waen any thing is tackt un- 
rotheWord not belonging to it. Thus we reckon 
the Papiſts to have made bold with the Scrip- 
ture, thruſting the Apochryphal Books into the 
Canon of the Old Teſtament. Burt I haſten, 

2, We both add to the Word and dininiſh 
from it, when we alter ir, eſpecially fo as thar 
it carries quite anotner Senſe than what was in- 
rended by the Spiric of God. And now l am art 
length come ro che Point [ chiefly aim'd to in- 
fiſt on. Ic is to be bewail'd, that ſo many vari- 
ous Readings have already bcen thruſt into the 
Sacred Text, no body knows certainly when, 
nor where,nor by whom,nor on what Occaſion, 
Nor upon what Motive-and Deſign. But I will 
aot trouble you nor my ſelfabour this, which is 

not 
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not now to be remedy'd.lI will rather advertiſe you 
of one of a freſher Date, which yer indeed has 
not, ought not to have the honour of pretend- 
ing toa vatious Lection. _ 

The cale in ſhert 15 this. TheApoltles 'emlelves 
had from the beginning exercis'd the Ofhices of 
Preaching the Word, of A6miniſtring taeSacraments 
and of Diſpenting the Aims gather'd at the Lords 
Supper. But the Church multiplying and bulnels 
iacrealing upon their hanas, there happen'd lome 
Occation of Complaint abour the unequal Giltri- 
bution of the {aid Publick Alms. Whereupon the 
Apoſtles order'd the multitude, To /eek ont Seven 
Men cf Ftoneſt report,and full of the Holy Ghoſt and 1Wij- 
dime,whom We(as lome of our Engl:ſhBibles have it 
or) whom Ye (as others) may appoint over this buſineſs. 
And heace aQueſtioa may be ſtarted, whether the 
People or theApoſtles did appoint tholeSevenun- 
to the Offices atorcſaid,and by conſequence, whe- 
ther the Pecple or the Biſhops have Authority to 
appoint the Parochial Miniſters. My bultnels here 
is not to Argue that Poiar, but to Examin into this 
various Reading, which | {hall doin relolving 
threcEnquiries. 

1. Which of the two Readings is the true one ? 
The Reſolunon whereot is very caly. The Place 
ought to run thus--- 
ſmeſs. In proof of this(it any ſhould doubr it) I ap- 
peal toallthe M'SS andPrintedCopies of theGreek 


Teſtament, I appeal to all the Collections of vari- 
QUs. 


Acts, 6. 3, 


WhomW'e may appoint over the bus We the 
Apoltlcs, 
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ous Readings,1 appealto theBibles into whatever 
Language'T ranſlated, lappeal to all theEngliſhVer- 
fions and Imprefiions till of Jate,and I appeal to the 
Hiſtory of the whole Fact here laid down, which 
{uppoſes it of neceſſity. The Apoſtles had had that 
Bulineſs of Diſtributing the publick Alms in their 
own hands from the beginning, therefore they(not 
the People)delegated the Seven to it : Therefore 
it s not to be rcad )e but Ie,Butr then the next En- 
quiry 1s, 
2, When did this Corruption ſteal firſt into the 
Text ? Anſwer, I will not be peremptory in this : 
Burt ſo far as myDiligence andObſfervation(which 
has not been alittle, zxnd mannaged with all Care & 
Faithfulnels) is able ro carry me, I mult ſay, that it 
crept ir firſt in the Year 1638. Ia that very Year, 
By Tho. there was a Fair Bible 1nFolio P rinted at Cambridge 
Buck, nd ith this Erratum, and this is the firſt time I have 
Rog. Da- ; 
ric] P.3z YE been able todiſcover the Corruption. 
zer; 2 de By the way, here I muſt beg your favourable 
1 Conſtructionof this Remark. Itis with the greateſt 
/avcref Averſion andinfinite Regret,that I am forced up- 
” 4 on this occaſion to bewray my own Neſt, and to 
a {peak out this great Truth to at leaſt the ſeeming 
#:-2r;f, Djſhonour of my own Mether Univerſity, from 
—_—_ hoſe Breaſts I {:ckt in all that Intle Knowledge 
tba: Pre ] pretend unto. And this too in the Preſence and 
-1c1-2 the Rearing of ſome of the moſt Ingenious and 
_ Learned Children of her Rival Siſter, who has(for 
ought I can learn) been ſomewhat happier in this 
kind. Bur 
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But, however,as to the Fact fo it came to pals, 
that while the chief Stewards of the Family were 
otherwiſe imploy'd, and the inferiour Servants (I 
think){leeping,theEnemy ſow'd theſe Tares, which 
have been growing ever {inceuntil now. This may 
ſuthce to point at the time when thisError firlt en- 
tr'd into our Engliſh Bibles, /c. in the Year 3 8.Bur, 

Who then brought in this falleReading,or what 
Party among, us at leaſt encourag 'd and promoted 
it lince ? 

It is anEnquiry worthy to be made,and a clear 
and full diſcovery would deſerve anHecatomb. And 
tho' I will not promiſe ſo much, yer ſomething I 
have to offer towards it, which tho' it amounts nor 
to a direCt Proof againſt any Perſons, yet [ think 
may paſs for a good CircumltantialOne. To my 
purpole then, 

I will not be {o Poſitive as to Averr, that it was 
at firſt induſtrioully done, yet I mult call intcoQue- 
ſtion the Difſenters, asPerlons ſuſpected to bave le- 
cretly contributed to the Corruption of thisPlace, 
at leaſt, co the Continuance and Increaſe of it, 
and that upon the following Accompts. 

t. Becauſe the Alteration happen'd in the Year 
;8. Presbytery being then in theAſcendant, I ſay 
juſt in that nick of time, when all things were za 
Preparation,and tended to the$Subveriion of Epil- 
copacy,Scotland having already mads a Conlpira- 
cy,and bound 'emſelves under aCurle roExtripate 


t, and Fngland, even a great part of the Univer- 
x | lities: 
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f-1es 'emſelves,running intothe ſame excels of riot. 
S: thar hore 13 2Concurrence of theCircumtance 
of tim2,and a {}crewd one too, ſufhcient to ground 
a ini{ficion 09. 

2. The Corruption in Appearance favours the 
Diflenters and theirDcſ1gn againit Fpilcopacy. If 
then any,tncy may be tulpe >@ed for being willing 
to have it at leatt continu'd and propag gated, 

;. On the Contrary, it cannot, with any Colour 
of Reaſon, be 1; 11gin'd, that the E pilcopal Party 
deſign'd to Corrupt chis Pla 2Ce, or to Connive at 
it's Corrup!: jon, except they {hall be thought pe- 
In:1s de ſe, and willin ply and knaviſhly to deſtroy 
what they endeavour zealouly to eſtabliſh. Satan 
(as our Lord argues) cannot be thought ro calt 
out Satan,and to throw down his ow Kingdom. 
Nor will any 0: 1e ofSenie believe thattheEpil (copal 
Party were willing to have that thruſt out of the 
Scripture, upon whici their Church Government 
!{eemsto be built;Or rofubſtiture in its room, what 
in Appearance overthrows their Politie. 

4. That Party onghtin all Reaſon to beSulpe- 
cted of foul Play herein, who,admitting they did 
nor at firſt on ſer, purpole, contrive the Corruption 
of this place, yet now, belike,contribute to theCon- 
hrming and Vindicarting ir, and under the Colour 

of this new Text of Scripture, aflert and ſupport 
the new Popular Government of the Church, as 
{ome of the Presbyterians do at this day. 


For the Proof of whichCharge upon 'em,I need 
only 
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only to put you in mind of that memorableStory, 
which doubtleſs ye have many of you heard of, 
how that a Camerenian(one of the molt rigid Sects 
of the Scotch Presbyterians) Preaching ſome years 
ſince concerning the Peoples Power of ſetting up 
their ownTeachers,& having confirm'd his Point 
with ſomeReaſons of his own(thePrincipal where- 
ofwas,) guelſs,that it was moſt agreeableto thelncli- 
nation of the Scotch Nation, which is juſt ſuch a- 
nother Reaſon as an Adulterer alſo might give for 
his Wantonnels. ) | 
But, I ſay,having prov'd hisPoint as he thought(no 
matter to us how)at length bid his Audience not to 
believe him, bur to turn to their Bible,and ſo ſent 
them incontinently to the 6. 4&. 3.v. where they 
might find their Character in theſe Words---Whom 
15 (the Multitude of Believers) may appoint over this 
Buſmeſs, Bur whether this be a good Character, or 
has on it the ſtamp of Divine Anthority , let the 
World judge by what has been already ſaid. For 
1 Concluſion then I would crave leave to addrels, 
1. Unto all the Faithful in general ; Men, Bre- 
thren and Fathers ſuffer me to entreat you in a few 
words, with all diligence, to preſerve the Word of 
God pure and uncorrupt. If once the Fountain- 
tead be poyſon'd,the Streams will be lo too, and 
from thenceforth we ſhall never be able to diſtin- 
ouiſh between the DoEtrines and Will of God,and 
the Inventions and Inclinations of Men. The Ad- 
verſaries of Chriſtianity, with deſign to overthrow 
che 
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the whole Frame of our Religion, have already 
endeavour'd totake advantage of thole numeron; 

and various Lections, which in times of darkneſ; 

Printed at and ignorance heretofore ſtole into the Greek Te- 
wr ſtament (as I find it taken notice of in a Learned 
anno Preface to a late Edition) what then will they ſay, 
1675. when they obſerve the pureſt Kirk in the World 
(as is pretended) tampering with, and refining up. 

on, the Word of God at this time of day ? Bur jet 

not us,to ſerve a Cauſe,or to draw the ſimple Peo- 

ple into our Intereſts, let notus (I ſay) dare toſub- 

orn any falſe Witneſs whatever, much lets our of 

the Word of Truth. Let usleave that vile Arrtifice 

to our Adverſaries on both hands. Truth needs not 

ſ{uch feeble Supports, but is indeed very much dif. 
parag'd and weaken'd thereby. The brighteſt 
Truth will receive prejudice when we go about 

to eſtabliſh it by a Lie,much more Points in Con- 
croverſy, when they are varniſh'd and waſht over 

with falſe and fading Colours.” Tis our Intereſt there- 

fore,as well as our Duty----To lay afide all Gwile and 
Hypecrifie , and to feed our Flocks with the ſincere 

1 Pet. 2. Milk of the Word. To put away Lymg,and to ſpeak e- 
Eh. 4. Very Man Truth with bis Neighbour. Let us take toour 
25. ſelves the Example of St.Paul----We are not (lays 
1 Cor. 2. he reflefting upon the Corinthian Schiſmaricks) 
17- many Which corrupt theWord of God : But as of Sincerity, 
but as of God in the ſight of God, ſpeak we in Chriſt. 

c. 4- 2+ And once more he ſaith----We have renounced the h1d- 
den things of Diſhoneſty,not walking inCraftineſs,nor hand- 

| wor | lng 
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ling the Ward of God deceitfully ;, but by manifeſtation of 
the Truth. The Apoſtle not obſcurely hinting in 
theſe Words, that the Separatiſts at Corinth did ſo. 
2. But above ill, and with all Submiſſion, I 
would beg of thoſe, who are in Authority,and do 
humbly propoſe, that ſome effetual courſe be ta- 
ken to make amends for this at firſt (I am willing 
to believe) unfortunate overſight committed 
(1 am aſham'd to repeat where) and to vindicate 
this Place in the Ats from the Injury it has ſuffer'd 
theſe Fifty Years paſt,and upward. How it may 
in ſome mealure be repair 'd is not hard to tell. I 
have heard of a whole Impreſſion of the Bible 
condemn'd to be burnt, becaule the Negative Par- 
ticle of a Commandment was caſually left our. 
What then if one of every Edition thus deprav'd, 
or at leaſt one for all, were ſerv'd after the ſame 
manner in perpetuam rei Memoriam, and to expole 
the craftineſs of thole Circumcellians among us, who 
to advance their del{ign,do not ſtick, it ſeems, to 
promote it by Falſhood ; and grounding 'emlelves 
upon a meer Errour of the Preſs, as we will ſup» 
pole it wasat firſt, deceiving,and being deceived, 
dolie againſt the Holy Ghoſt, and bring a Scan- 
dal upon the Word of God,and our holyReligion. 
To Conclude, I may happily ſeem too Warm 
and Zealous in this matter. Doubtleſs, ſome will 
think ſo. But upon Examination, having found 
the firſt accidental ſlip repeated fince in at leaſt 
half a dozen Impreſſions of the Bible here in Eng- 
. land, 
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© believe, that One unhappy miſtake thould beſo 
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land, and having'now .julbReaſon colpety 
Scotch Bibles generally faulry'in chisPllage; Fears; 
not Imagine, but it has been a good' while-yndey: 
hand'countenanc'd and abetted:'For- is it: Poffible to 


ficee{sful, 2s to have got  into16-many Editions 
withotit the helping hand of fome wily and yn- 
dermining Schi{marick. $17 RE 

But principally, whereas now it begins to be 
avow'd for good and vendible Ware, expos'd and 
ſold publickly in the Market,can any One conti- 
nue to believe it ſtill an Unwilling and Excuſable 
Errot?Or rather, is it-not fir'to be treated asCoun- 
rerfeit and forbidden odities are ? That is, 
in plain terms (as I (gd) caft into the Fire. 
Moreover (for fy" thing I can forelee)it may, 
if not timely previnted, plead Preſcription, and 
ſet up for Authentie,) at leaft, for a various Le&i- 
on, whereby the Popular Government of the 
Church,may,in a few more Years,gain an Appea- 
rance of Divine Authority, and the Scot's Inclina- 
tion' be thought Apoftolical Inſtitution. 

All whichconſider'd,theWarmth I have ſhew'd 
upon thisOccaſion(if any before accounted it ſuch) 


will now, 1 hope, be allow'd Reaſonable and not 


Unſerviceable ro the Word and to the Church of 

God,to thjsPart of it eſpecially among us, byLaw 

Divine & Human Eftablifh'd. And long may it be 

io to theGlory of God, & to the Edification of the 

Church in Peace & Love inTruth & Unity. Amen. 
EYE ""FEF© IS. * 


